TAB SH #1172598 


INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 


+ 
On Sunday, November 16, 1997, Lieutenant Ben Nottingham, Sergeant Pete Fosselman, and 
Sergeant Debra Lenhart, of the Internal Affairs Bureau responded to Century Station to investigate 
an officer involved shooting involving personnel from that Station.. 


The summary of this incident is based on tape recorded interviews of the deputies involved, 
witnesses, the suspects, and reports under file # 497-22642-2117-055. 


SYNOPSIS OF THE INCIDENT 


On November 16, 1997, Sergeant Bethune and Deputy Haughey were working a special assignment 
car out of Century Station. At 0150 hours, while patrolling in an unmarked unit, they saw.two men 
standing side-by-side near a pay telephone. Due to the hour and the neighborhood, they decided to 
stop'and determine if either individual needed assistance. As they slowed, they both saw muzzle 
flashes and it appeared one party was firing at the other.. They exited their vehicle and came under 
fire from the. suspect. As they engaged that suspect, they were also fired upon, from a different 
angle, by another suspect(s) armed with an АК-47. Fearing for their lives, they returned fire in both 
directions. The first suspect was struck numerous times. The deputies were uninjured. Three 
suspects were apprehended. Two revolvers and an AK-47 were recovered. 


SHOOTING SUMMARY 


For an overall review this incident, including statements from witnesses, suspects, and involved 
personnel, refer to the reports included in the Homicide packet (Exhibit A). 
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I CONTACTED VICTIM DEPUTY JOHN НАССНЕУ AT CENTURY SHERIFFS STATION REGARDING 
AN ATTEMPTED MURDER ON A POLICE OFFICER 


DEPUTY HAUGHEY RELATED THE FOLLOWING 


HE TOLD ME THAT AT THE INDICATED TIME THIS DATE. HE WAS WORKING UNIT 21251 WITH SGT 
JENNY BETHUNE. UNIT 21251 IS A LYNWOOD CITY PARTY SUPPRESSION CAR. THEY WERE DRIVING 
SOUTH BOUND ON LONG BEACH BLVD. APPROACHING EUCLID АУЕ IN AN UNMARKED PATROL 
VEHICLE AND IN FULL UNIFORM) WHEN THEY SAW TWO INDIVIDUALS STANDING NEAR THE 
PAYPHONE ON THE SOUTH EAST CORNER OF EUCLID AVE AND LONG BEACH BLVD 


THEY NOTICED THAT ONE OF THE INDIVIDUALS. LATER IDENTIFIED AS S BELTRAN. WAS 
HOLDING THE OTHER INDIVIDUAL. LATER IDENTIFIED AS У ШШШ AROUND THE SHOULDER IT WAS 
UNCLEAR TO THE DEPUTIES IF 5 BELTRAN WAS ATTEMPTING ТО AID V [OR IF THEY WERE 
INVOLVED IN SOME TYPE OF ALTERCATION. S BELTRAN HAD HIS LEFT ARM AROUND М IEEE AND 
HIS RIGHT ARM WAS IN FRONT OF HIM. IN HIS WAISTBAND AREA BOTH INDIVIDUALS HAD THEIR 
BACKS TO THE DEPUTIES 


THE DEPUTIES TURNED EASTBOUND ONTO EUCLID AVE. THEIR INTENTION WAS TO SEE IF THE 
VICTIM NEEDED ANY ASSISTANCE. AS THE DEPUTIES COMPLETED THEIR TURN, DEPUTY HAUGHEY 
NOTICED THAT $ BELTRAN HAD MOVED TO THE EAST SIDE OF У BRR НЕ LOST SIGHT OF THE 
VICTIM MOMENTARILY AS HIS VIEW WAS OBSTRUCTED BY A LARGE BRICK PLANTE,, uw SIGN POST 
DEPUTY HAUGHEY THEN SAW MUZZLE FLASH AND THE SOUND OF A GUNSHOT. HE THEN SAW 
S‘BELTRAN FIRING HIS STAINLESS STEEL HANDGUN AT THE VICTIM. DEPUTY HAUGHEY STUPPED AND 
EXITED HIS VEHICLE. BOTH INDIVIDUALS MOVED WEST A SHORT DISTANCE,THEN S BELTRAN. 
APPARENTLY NOTICING THE DEPUTIES PRESENCE, POINTED HIS HANDGUN AT THE DEPUTIES AT 
WHICH TIME GUNSHOTS WERE EXCHANGED. S BELTRAN MOVED AROUND THE FRONT OF A PARKED 
CAR TO THE DRIVERS SIDE WHERE HE FIRED AT THE DEPUTIES OVER THE ROOF OF THE CAR. 
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THE CAR WAS IN THE PARKING LOT SOUTH OF THE PHONE BOOTHS, FACING IN A 
SOUTHWESTERLY DIRECTION. THE DEPUTIES NOTICED THAT THE VICTIM HAD BEEN SHOT AND WAS 
COVERED IN BLOOD. 


DEPUTY HAUGHEY SAID S; BELTRAN MOVED TO THE REAR OF A CAR WHERE HE LAYED DOWN 
ON THE GROUND USING THE REAR WHEELS AS COVER. DEPUTY HAUGHEY AND  S/BELTRAN 
EXCHANGED NUMEROUS ROUNDS FROM THIS POSITION. DEPUTY HAUGHEY HEARD SHOTS FROM SGT. 
BETHUNE’S SIDE OF THE VEHICLE (THE PASSENGER SIDE). 


DEPUTY НАОСНЕУ TOLD ME THAT SGT. BETHUNE CAME AROUND THE REAR OF THEIR CAR IN 
A POSITION BEHIND HIM NEAR THE VEHICLES REAR DOOR. BOTH DEPUTY HAUGHEY AND SGT 
BETHUNE HEARD SHOTS THAT APPEARED TO COME FROM THE WEST SIDE OF LONG BEACH BLVD. 
SGT. BETHUNE TOLD DEPUTY HAUGHEY THAT THEY WERE TAKING ROUNDS BEHIND THEM. WHEN 
DEPUTY HAUGHEY MOMENTARILY TURNED AROUND , HE SAW MUZZLE FLASHES COMING FROM 
ACROSS THE STREET. HE THEN SAW SGT. BETHUNE FIRING AT THE PERSON THAT WAS SHOOTING AT 
THEM. UPON SEEING THIS, DEPUTY HAUGHEY AGAIN TURNED HIS ATTENTION BACK TO THE SUSPECT 
ON THE GROUND, WHO WAS STILL SHOOTING AT THEM. SEVERAL TIMES HE TURNED AROUND TO 
CHECK ON SGT. BETHUNE. EACH TIME HE SAW MUZZLE FLASHES COMING FROM THE NORTHWEST 
CORNER OF EUCLID AVE. AND LONG BEACH BLVD. 


DEPUTY HAUGHEY’S ATTENTION WAS MOMENTARILY DIVERTED WHILE HE PUT OUT THE 
EMERGENT RADIO TRAFFIC. AS HE LOOKED UP, HE SAW A STAINLESS STEEL HANDGUN COMING 
FROM THE DIRECTION OF S/BELTRAN. THE WEAPON CAME FROM THE DIRECTION OF S/BELTRAX, Jui 
ON THE ASPHALT, AND LANDED IN THE STREET IN FRONT OF THEIR UNMARKED CAR. HE THEN SAW 
THE SUSPECT SLIDE BACK BEHIND HIS CAR PARTIALLY OUT OF VIEW. AFTER SEVERAL SECONDS, THE 
SUSPECT AGAIN REAPPEARED IN HIS POSITION BEHIND THE REAR TIRES. THIS TIME HE HELD A BLACK 
OBJECT, THAT DEPUTY HAUGHEY BELIEVED TO BE A BLUE STEEL HANDGUN. WHEN IT APPEARED 
THAT THE SUSPECT WAS PREPARING TO FIRE, DEPUTY HAUGHEY AGAIN FIRED SEVERAL ROUNDS AT 
THE SUSPECT. DURING THE INCIDENT, DEPUTY HAUGHEY IDENTIFIED HIMSELF AS A DEPUTY 
SHERIFF, AND REPEATEDLY ORDERED THE SUSPECT TO DROP HIS GUN, SHOW HIS HANDS, AND 
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SURRENDER. 


DEPUTY HAUGHEY TURNED HIS ATTENTION TO CHECK ON HIS PARTNER(SGT. BETHUNE) WHO 
WAS О.К. DEPUTY HAUGHEY LOOKED BACK TOWARDS S,BELTRAN, WHO HAD BACKED UP OUT OF 
SIGHT. AFTER SEVERAL SECONDS, S/BELTRAN PUT BOTH OF HIS HANDS OUT IN FRONT OF HIM. 
MAKING IT APPARENT THAT HE NO LONGER HAD A WEAPON IN HIS HAND. 


DEPUTY HAUGHEY STATEDTHAT DURING THE ENTIRE INCIDENT, HE WAS IN FEAR THAT HE AND 
SGT. BETHUNE, WOULD BE SHOT AND KILLED 


DEPUTY HAUGHEY WAS TOLD BY SGT BETHUNE THAT THE SECOND SUSPECT RAN WESTBOUND 
ON EUCLID AND OUT OF VIEW. S BELTRAN WAS DETAINED UNTIL ASSISTING UNITS ARRIVED. 


І THEN CONTACTED SGT. JENNY BETHUNE WHO RELATED THE FOLLOWING: 


SHE ALSO TOLD ME THAT THEY WERE DRIVING SOUTHBOUND ON LONG BEACH BLVD. WHEN 
THEY SAW THE TWO INDIVIDUALS BY THE PAYPHONE. SHE TOO SAW THAT THERE MIGHT BE A 
PROBLEM AND THOUGHT THE SITUATION WARRANTED FURTHER INVESTIGATION. 


SGT. BETHUNE TOLD ME THAT AS THEY TURNED THE CORNER ONTO EUCLID AVE. SHE 
MOMENTARILY LOST SIGHT OF THE VICTIM. WHEN HE CAME BACK INTO VIEW, SHE SAW THAT THE 
SUSPECT HAD HIS ARM EXTENDED. SHE THEN HEARD WHAT SHE KNEW TO BE GUNSHOTS, AND 
MUZZLE FLASHES COMING FROM THE EXTENDED HAND OF S# BELTRAN. 


AS SHE EXITED THE VEHICLE, THE INDIVIDUAL СУ ИФ RAN AT HER FROM BEHIND A 
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BRICK PLANTER. У^ HIS HANDS CUPPED AT HIS WAISTBAND. SHE SIMULTANEOUSLY 
HEARD ADDITIONAL GUNSHOTS THAT SHE KNEW WERE NOT COMING FROM S.BELTRAN. SHE 
ADDITIONALLY THOUGHT SHE SAW A BLACK OBJECT IN УШ HAND. THINKING THAT 
УЖШШЕШ WAS SHOOTING AT THEM, SHE FIRED TWO ROUNDS IN THE DIRECTION OF У ЯМИ AS 


SHE FIRED THESE ROUNDS, SHE MOVED AROUND THE REAR OF THE CAR IN AN ATTEMPT TO TAKE 
COVER. | 


WHEN SHE REACHED THE DRIVERS SIDE OF THE CAR, SHE REALIZED THAT THE SHOTS WERE 
NOT COMING FROM У |. BUT WERE COMING FROM ACROSS LONG BEACH BLVD. TO THE WEST 
SHE SAW MUZZLE FLASHES COMING FROM THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF THE STREET. SHE RETURNED 
GUNFIRE AT THAT SUSPECT (LATER IDENTIFIED AS SUSPECT #2) 


SGT. BETHUNE FIRED NUMEROUS ROUNDS AT SUSPECT#2, WHILE HER PARTNER DEPUTY 
HAUGHEY CONTINUED TO ENGAGE S BELTRAN. AFTER NUMEROUS ROUNDS WERE EXCHANGED. AND 
THE SOUND OF SIRENS OF ASSISTING UNITS COULD BE HEARD. SUSPECT#2 RAN WESTBOUND ON 
EUCLID AVE. AND OUT OF VIEW 


S.BELTRAN WAS TAKEN INTO CUSTODY BY ASSISTING UNITS. A CRIME SCENE AND 
CONTAINMENT FOR THE ADDITIONAL SUSPECT WAS ESTABLISHED . 


S/BELTRAN WAS TREATED BY LYNWOOD CITY FIRE ENGINE #31, AND SQUAD #341 UNDER THE 
DIRECTION OF CAPTAIN BARNDOLLAR. HE WAS TRANSPORTED TO ST. FRANCIS HOSPITAL ВУ “AMR ` 
AMBULANCE #342 , PARAMEDICS BROWN AND HENDRICKS. AT ST. FRANCIS HOSPITAL HE WAS 
TREATED FOR HIS INJURIES BY DR. JIN PARK. 


У BEE W AS TREATED BY COMPTON PARAMEDIC UNIT #442, PARAMEDICS WORKING AND 
MENDES. COMPTON FIRE TRANSPORTED THE VICTIM TO ST. FRANCIS HOSPITAL. HE WAS TREATED AT 
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` ST. FRANCIS HOSPITAL BY DR. JIN PARK. 
WATCH COMMANDER LT. MILLER NOTIFIED AT 0151 HOURS. 


STATION COMMANDER LT. BURGESS NOTIFIED AT 0159 HOURS. CAPT. HERRERA PAGED AND 
ALSO NOTIFIED. 


SHERIFF'S HEADQUARTERS BUREAU DEPUTY PREWITT NOTIFIED АТ 0201 HOURS. 
SHERIFF'S HOMICIDE BUREAU SGT. EDMONDSON NOTIFIED AT 0205 HOURS. 


THE COMMAND POST WAS MAINTAINED, AND CRIME SCENE LOG WAS MAINTAINED BY UNIT 
212F (DEPUTIES ROBERTS AND MORSE). 


FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING WITNESSES, RECOVERED EVIDENCE, GSR TEST, 


AND TRANSPORTATION OF VICTIMS.SUSPECTS SEE SUPPLEMENTARY REPORTS UNDER THE ABOVE 
FILE NUMBER. 


HOMICIDE DETECTIVES WISH AND CROWLEY ARRIVED AT 0720 HOURS AND TOOK CHARGE OF 
THE INVESTIGATION. 


TWO ADDITIONAL SUSPECTS WERE LOCATED AND ARRESTED BY SHERIFFS SPECIAL 
ENFORCEMENT BUREAU DEPUTIES. FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION SEE SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT 
UNDER THE SAME FILE NUMBER. > 


